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To Honor, Protect, and Restore culturally important fish 

populations and the ecosystems that produce them 

throughout the Treaty Territories of the Yakama Nation, 

and to protect the rights of Yakama Nation members to 

use these resources as reserved in the Treaty of 1855.*

OUR MISSION

* Yakama Nation Treaty of 1855 (12 stat. 951) with the 

United States of America     
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YAKAMA NATION 

FISHERIES 
BY THE NUMBERS

280 Employees 13Offices  14 Subbasins

YNSturgeon/ 

5 YN Production Facilities

4 YN Enumeration Facilities

4 Shared Production Spaces

Levi George

Topxatuxt
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SPECIES BEING RESTORED

Tkwinat; Núsux SinuxWilaps

KáluxShusháynsh Asum; YΩǎǵȅŀǎ
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1,323
Worksites (Including RM&E)

Project Types:

Å Riparian revegetation

Å Fish passage

Å In-stream habitat

Å Off-channel habitat

Å Floodplain reconnection

Å Watershed/ groundwater restoration

YN Habitat Restoration

2008-2025

2008ð2025

ñMake it the way it wasò
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618
Worksites (Including RM&E)

Project Types:

Å Species reintroduction

Å Supplementation

Å Mitigation fishery

Å Fisheries management

Å Research, Monitoring & Evaluation

Production & 

Species Restoration

2008-2025

2008ð2025

ñGravel to Gravel Managementò
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METRICS HIGHLIGHTS

Yakama Nation Fisheries Restoration Accomplishments 

2008-2025*

Stream & riparian habitat 
improved, treated, or protected

2,500 Miles

Structured large woody material & 
pools created instream

Habitat Structures
4,450

1,192,000People 
Educated and informed

560 Miles
Stream habitats made accessible 

to fish by passage structure 
installation or breach

20,200 Acres
Wetland habitats 

Improved, treated or 
protected 

Trash removed

30,600 Pounds
Unanchored logs, boulders & 

rootwadsinstalled instream for 
habitat complexity

22,300

6 Fish Species
Being restored

(8 populations/runs) 

*Funded by Bonneville Power Administration. Source cbfish.org. Additional restoration work funded from other sources. Reported as of  2/20/2026

Water secured or returned 
through conservation in-stream

Acre-feet/year
25,600 Habitat Features
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The Four òHós
That Impact the Natural Resources of the Yakama Nation

Hydro Hatchery Harvest Habitat

Above: Fishing scaffolds below John Day Dam (CRITFC)

Highlights from the past year include:         

Å Bateman Island Causeway Removal

Å Improvements at Prosser ñTopxatuxtò Hatchery

Å Klickitat Hatchery Major Upgrades and Ownership

Å Cle Elum Adult Collector  

Å Springwood Ranch Acquisition and Management

Å 3-Way Levee Removal



Strengthening Yakama Sovereignty Through Fisheries Management

YN Klickitat Hatchery Ownership 

and Modernization

Above: YN takes over Klickitat Hatchery ownership and operation. Representatives from 
the YN, BPA, NOAA, BIA, Washington State and Klickitat County gathered for a 
groundbreaking ceremony Friday, Oct. 11 2024

Springwood Ranch Acquisition First Tribal -

State Land Partnership in Washington

Left: Rendering of Klickitat 
hatchery upgraded circular 
tanks.

Above: DNR Director Phil Rigdon speaking at 
Springwood Ranch Land Celebration, May 2, 2025.

Above: Yakima Riverfront 
along Springwood Ranch



Spotlight: Springwood Ranch Acquisition

First Tribal -State Land Partnership in Washington

Above: TaneumCreek flows through the property (YN)

Å Located near Thorp, WA along the Yakima River, the Springwood Ranch 

area has long served as a traditional gathering location for the Yakama 

people 

Å With 6.5 miles of riverfront and spanning 3,600 acres, it was identified in 

the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan as high value for water conservation 

and storage, and fish habitats

Å Benefits extend to Tribal and non-tribal fishers, as well as farms, forests 

and communities for generations to come

Å The acquisition represents a historic cooperation between 

the Yakama Nation and regional stakeholders, and will be 

cooperatively owned and managed by the Yakama Nation, 

the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Kittitas 

County, and the Kittitas Reclamation District

Left: Dignitaries attended a Springwood Land Commemoration on May 2, 2025, including YN
Tribal Chairman Gerald Lewis and WDFWDirector Kelly Susewind, among others. 
Senator Patty Murray toured the site on May 28, 2025.



Spotlight: YN Klickitat Hatchery Ownership 

and Modernization

$35 Million in overdue upgrades are underway, including:

Å Improved piping, pumps and effluent abatement, circular rearing tanks, 
spawning and holding infrastructure and an updated fish ladder

Å Increased release of spring Chinook annually (from 600,000 to 800,000 fish)

Å Ability to incorporate more natural origin fish, with the goal of improving 
health, fitness and survival

Å Fall Chinook and late-run coho are also reared at the site, for a projected new 
total goal of 6.8 million fish released annually

Å Modernization work is expected to take 2.5 years, with the first yearlings 
projected to be released in 2027

Above: Engineering rendering of planned upgrades (YN)

Å The 2008 Fish Accords (and extensions) with BPA support this work, to mitigate the 
effects of the Federal Columbia River Power System on fish and wildlife in the mainstem
Columbia River and its tributaries.
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Å Klickitat Hatchery was built in 1946. The Yakama Nation led and maintained it since 
2006, sometimes with 75 year-old equipment.

Å In late 2024, ownership of Klickitat Hatchery was transferred from the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to YN



Spotlight: Major Upgrades at Prosser Hatchery

òTopxatuxt ó

Above: Groundbreaking with YNTC and GC Chairs Gerald Lewis 
and Warren Clund, BORacting director Ronald Springer, CRITFC
Director Aja DeCoteau. October 3, 2025

A groundbreaking ceremony was held on October 3, 2025, for major 
expansions to the Prosser Hatchery. The area has been used by Tribal fishers 
since time immemorial. �d�Z�����Z���š���Z���Œ�Ç���]�•���Œ���v���u�������^Topxtuxt�_�X�����>�}�����š�������ð�ò���u�]�o���•��
from the mouth of the Yakima River, the name is a reference to Prosser Falls.

Chinook, steelhead, coho and Pacific lamprey runs that were once abundant at 
the site have been devastated there due to development, in addition to other 
factors.

Above: Yakima River scaffold, Jeremy Fivecrows, CRITFCHighlights:

Å Upgrades/ Expansion are a joint venture of YNand Bureau of 
Reclamation, and other contributors

Å The focus of the improvements are for fall Chinook production (which 
have been sustained by Prosser hatchery)

Å Upgrades include: replacing 4 rearing raceways with 12x20ft circular 
tanks, and an improved more natural release raceway, improved 
efficiency including 70% water reuse

Å Funding provided by BPA, YN, and CRITFC
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